Calcified pilocytic astrocytoma of the medulla mimicking a brainstem "stone".
Brainstem gliomas are a heterogeneous group of tumours commonly found in children, comprising about 10% of central nervous system tumours in paediatric patients, but less than 2% in adults. Pilocytic astrocytomas usually involve the midbrain and the medulla, and their surgical resection, when feasible, is generally curative. Thin calcifications can be normally found within low grade gliomas, but densely calcified pilocytic astrocytomas of the brainstem have been only rarely reported. We present the case of a young man presenting with a large brainstem calcification involving the medulla, which was subtotally resected using a posterior suboccipital approach. The definitive pathological diagnosis was calcified pilocytic astrocytoma.